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He had come to me for help in his affliction and all I could do
was to give him boracic lotion to wash his eyes in. With the
change in the climatic conditions, however, he now seemed to
be rapidly getting better, though he obviously needed expert
medical attention if he was to recover the full use of eyes
manifestly affected by some serious form of ophthalmic disease.
The trouble had doubtless been intensified by the extreme
cold and his methods of keeping it at bay either by sitting
close up to a blazing, smoky fire or by smothering himself
under the blankets or clothing which served to keep him
warm in sleep. To sleep with the head completely covered is
of course normal in Arabia and they wondered at my exposing
my hea'd to the night chill. It is healthier, like that, I would
say. No, by God ! retorted Abu Ja'sha, for at home on a
cold night there is nought better than to get under the warm
blankets with your wife, clasping her to your body with both
arms round her and to sleep the night through like that. Can
you then sleep like that ? I asked. Yes, by God! he replied,
I can ; I always do.
'Ali Jahman had something of a hankering for mild drugs,
such as salts (Eno's and Epsom), throat lozenges, quinine,
aspirin and the like, and freely indented on my stocks ; he
now complained of pain and boils on his gums, for which I
could think of nothing but a mild solution of iodine and
water or zinc ointment as possible methods of treatment. He
took some of both and presumably experimented with them
but, noticing that he asked for no more though he still com-
plained of the boils, I twitted him with loss of faith in my
doctoring. No, he said, it is not that, but we Badawin also
have our cures, and this morning before the fast I washed my
mouth with the urine of my camel to ease the pain. Yet still
I suffer. And he continued to suffer some days longer and I
can claim no credit for his eventual recovery, which was pro-
bably merely a question of time.
Our JRamdhan routine was now well established and we were
already quarter way through with the fast. The weather
conditions had been cool enough to mitigate the discomfort of
thirst and the unattractive monotony of our diet kept hunger
at bay. There was indeed only the absence of coffee to

